


Research, collect some pictures and share with 
people to work out what would work and look good

Google murals in towns and cities around the world 
to find ideas!

If there is already a 
mural on the wall, 
ask what people like 
about it, what could 
be touched up, or if 
they are happy for it 
to be painted over 
and changed

Get Approval from the community, and from the 
local council before starting anything



Consider the 
amount of time you 
have, the number of 
kids involved, the 

design wishes of the 
community, and what 

looks FUN!!

Once you have community  approval, it's time to 
plan

And have a 
cup of tea!

Plan how you are going to prepare the 
wall before the kids start painting

Put posters up at the 
shop, talk to the 
council, let people 
know about the mural, 
everyone is welcome!
The school might be 
interested in bringing  
over individual classes 
in the day time for art 
class

Painting a mural is a 
strong activity which 
creates positive  
ownership, think about 
the kids whom would 
benefit from this most, 
and include them in the 
planning stages



Ummm.... cleaning. No one's favorite job.  This wall had a lot of poster paint 
hand prints which these guys were able to wipe off with diluted sugar soap. 
Most importantly they scrubbed and wiped off the dirt which fresh paint won't 
like!

HEy we should 
be painting this 
all white and 

then going over 
it....

True... an undercoat/
primer would be awesome, 

especially if it were besser 
bricks... I don't think we have 
enough time (or paint!) next 

time!



Masking tape, get 
different thicknesses 

for marking up the design, 
chalk is also excellent!

Sometimes the 
masking tape comes 

off the wall, this is a 
special job for all 
the kids to fix before 
they start painting



Drop sheets and Gaffer tape. These plastic drop 
sheets are pretty flimsy, But they are only $1 
each so they are great for a big space

THese drop 
sheets are folded 
over so they are 

stronger

If 
you unfold 
them they 

are really 
big

Hopefully the 
kids won't get 

paint all over the 
floor!

HAve we 
got more 

gaffer tape? 
No?!!!! You better 
get them to send 

more on the 
bush bus!



Where's that 
bluetooth 

speaker anyway?Time for 
lunch !!

I better take it home at 
break time to charge it up...

Keep the mural 
workers 
happy, make a 
day of it, a 
good lunch, a 
break and 
plenty of 
water on hot 
days keeps the 
project fun...

So does tea!



Choose a selection of colours, water based, 
tough indoor outdoor paint, ask CAYLUS if you are 
worried about paint selection.

Get the colour on the little 
card, and take photos, in case you 
need more of the same shade!

Do the 
math!

We should have put 
all the paint in the 
fridge! Remember 
to shake the tins 
before pouring 
paint into buckets.  
This black paint 
will be used for 
outlines and 
pictures and we 
need it to be 
thicker than milk!!



Boxes from the shop 
are good for 
organising different 
tools!

Keep all paint and paint 
brushes in a locked 
space, so adults can 
make sure a small 
group of kids are 
painting, (not 100 kids 
all at the same time!)

Colour mark any Paint 
containers

Map out the colours so when the kids 
finish school and come over, they can 
choose a colour, and go ahead and 
paint all the shapes marked with that 
colour!

To show the kids the idea, paint one area as an example...



Just put a small 
amount of paint in the 
bucket, this way 
there's less waste or 
chance of kids spilling 
the paint

Okay Girls, let's go and paint 
all the shapes the which are these 

colours...

...And Don't forget to take all the fun 
toys and balls from the rec hall and lock 
them away while doing the mural!!

When a painter runs out of 
paint, it is another kid's turn

Let's check out the 
wall and see how we"re going to 

paint it



Yay!!





Pull 
the tape 

off when the 
paint is dry

The blue masking tape is WAY better 
than the normal masking tape, more 
expensive but worth it!





Have a collection of 
pictures to help 
spark ideas

I'm 
practising 

what I want 
to paint on 
the mural

I've 
drawn my 
castle on 
the mural 
with Chalk, 
where's the 

paint?

I want to 
draw a 

helicopter!

Sometimes it is good to help the kids 
with drawing their design on the wall. 
However, Always remember that as a 
youth worker it is not about how good 
we might be as muralist ourselves, but 
to be well organised and supportive 
so kids have a real opportunity to do 
their best.







About 20 men and 45 Kids worked on the Mural 
over three days, inviting everyone to a disco was a 
great way to end the week!

We made a special wall for everyone to sign their name



Equipment

ONLY Acrylic water based paints 
Dulux ‘Wash and Wear’ interior or more ideally - 
exterior paint 
Make executive design about colour palate when 
ordering/purchasing paints - avoid mixing while doing the 
project out bush
Canvas drop sheet can be used at the end of the project 
as another painting surface to paint to hang somewhere
USe a projector to project chosen image onto the wall, 
which can help with form and colour

Working with kids 

the project is about including as many kids as possible, and 
while you might have big numbers kids will respond really 
well to organised and carefully planned activities. some 
of these following controls may be useful

limiting the number of paint brushes limits the number 
of painters.  Limiting the amount of paint in a bucket 
means you can make sure lots of kids have a turn, rather 
than really fast painters getting to do everything 

With large numbers of painters, limit the parts of the 
mural being painted and the colour of paint available 
for use  eg. all the bright blue areas of the painting on 
that wall can be done now

If the group is very excited and too big, have a plan for 
other jobs for some people to do, rather than having a 
flat out 'no' which may not be well received 

arrange documenting of whole process from meetings 
about design etc. to finished painting - ie as mentioned 
above jobs can include photographer / filming  / making 
a slide show or time lapse of the photos made of the 
process / getting talent release forms signed / 
collecting objects, plants etc to use as models to 
paint / being dj for the painters / cooking lunch / 
washing paint brushes and other less fun jobs are good 
to allocate when you have a positive outcome for that 
job




