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Why do this?  

- reduces numerous disadvantages to aboriginal people from digital, linguistic and geographic 
isolation
- improves educational and employment prospects and outcomes
- creates opportunities for remote community social and micro enterprises 
- supports ongoing self-directed learning in remote aboriginal communities
- reduces risks of substance misuse, self-harm and suicide to Australia’s most vulnerable 
people 

Where is this 
happening?



who are the users? everyone!



Access to computers and on-line resources is an essential part of self-directed learning 
for Aboriginal people.
The data below indicates that completion of formal training does not correlate with 
employment for young Aboriginal people in remote communities, and that the self-directed 
learning that takes place in the Warlpiri Youth Development Corporation’s “Jaru Pijirrdi 
“youth development program is more effective in preparing young people for employment. 

Young tech-savvy people gain status and confidence from 
helping their families and older people with using computers.



Papunya Tjupi Arts is a 
well known and 
successful locally owned 
arts enterprise in Papunya.  
The western desert dot 
painting movement began 
at Papunya in the 1970’s and 
has become iconic.  

The computer equipment at 
Papunya Tjupi Arts was 
old , outdated and cranky, 
making it difficult for the 
local workers to learn 
the skills needed to do the 
cataloguing of the 
paintings produced by the 
artists.  

a new iMac and 2 iPads 
were donated to Papunya 
Tjupi Arts.

Isobel Major, local 
Papunya Tjupi Arts worker, 
using the donated iMac

Patrick Poulson, local 
arts worker, uses one 
of the donated iPad’s at 
Papunya Tjupi Arts.

Documentation for the paintings is 
collected from the artists on the 
iPads.  The portability and ease of use 
of the iPads means that the local 
workers can use their language and 
cultural knowledge skills to the best 
advantage.  The documentation is then 
downloaded on to the iMac and added 
to the Papunya Tjupi catalogue.   



this Mac mini set up is 
where the off-line 
cultural archive is 
kept in kintore. 

 Strengthening Aboriginal culture 
has been recommended by a 
range of agencies and inquiries, 
including the Aboriginal Deaths in 
Custody  Royal Commission as a 
way of reducing risk factors for 
incarceration, self-harm, suicide, 
and substance misuse.

CAYLUS has been coordinating a cultural history 
project in Ikuntji, Papunya, Mount Liebig and 
Kintore.  This project has repatriated photos of 
local people and family back to their origins.  
Greg Smith, a former papunya computer room 
volunteer, has been working on this project for 
the last four years on a series of small grants. 
this project is a high value project, as it engages 
all age groups, and enables knowledge transfer 
between generations. this project cannot 
continue without more funding.     

  Provenance and permission from families of the people in the pictures is sought before the photos 
are uploaded into community stories.  Images not to be distributed or used without permission.

donated computer equipment has been a crucial part 
of making people’s history accessible to them again. 

Some photos from the 
Western Desert cultural 
history collection.

Greg smith getting provenanace and 
permissions for historic photos 
with people in ikuntji.



Making, performing, dancing, and listening to music is a 
big part of many young people’s lives in remote 
Aboriginal communities.  donated Macs and irig 
keyboards have made it possible for musicians to 
develop and record their own music in their home 
communities.  

As well as developing musical and recording 
skills, access to computers and music software  
boosts literacy, computer skills, and confidence, 
increasing the appeal and effectiveness of 
education and self-directed learning. 

Dancing at community disco 

Warumpi Studio in Papunya

Papunya 
Tjupi band 
performing.

Musicians from Papunya 
and Docker River 
creating desert beats 
with donated 
equipment.  

sammy 
butcher, famous 

guitarist from the 
warumpi band

Garage Band (a music making program installed on donated 
Macs) is very popular out bush, with complementary 
equipment such as iRig keyboards, headphones, microphones, 
and electronic iRig instrument interfaces making it possible 
for local musos and guitar heroes to showcase their 
talents at community and other events.  

Caylus ran a “geek in residence” program over a christmas break in Papunya. a skilled visiting musician spent a week in 
the computer room showing some of the young men how to use Garage Band.  

It went viral from there, with those young people showing their friends and family how to use Garage Band, who then 
showed their friends and family. Garage Band’s popularity and the associated skill sets have now spread across the 
region, with some of Australia’s most interesting and innovative music being created in remote aboriginal communities.      



another example of a successful “geek in residence” 
program is Minecraft.  this is an engaging digital 
building and construction game that is used as an 
educational resource for early teens and younger kids. 
many of the computers installed by caylus and our 
partners in remote communities now have minecraft.

To use Minecraft, you have to be 
able to recognise and use 
letters and numbers, and type 
commands on a keyboard.  Unlike 
many computer games, it is 
creative, challenging, and is not 
a first person shoot-em-up.   

There is a huge range of building blocks available in 
Minecraft, so the player can build terrain, oceans 
and lakes, rivers, forests, gardens, waterfalls, 
palaces, lava fountains, tunnels and caves, anything 
the player can imagine. 

Minecraft can be set up so a group of players can play 
interactively in the same world on a local area network.  Kids 
out bush love it, and quickly become expert players, as well 
as becoming skilled at setting up local area networks. 



the project used donated equipment and volunteer workers. The PCR was set up to engage 
at-risk youth in self-directed learning activities after the roll-out of Opal fuel came close 
to eliminating petrol sniffing across the region.  A lot of kids missed out on education 
during the sniffing years.   The school in Papunya used access to the computer room as a 
reward for the kids who attended school.  Every Monday night the kids had a session in the 
computer room just for them, supervised by a youth worker. see the clip called “school 
time” on the caylus web page.

Local people were employed on a sessional basis 
as Computer Room supervisors and helpers

Papunya Computer room was the 
first of its kind in the Western 
Desert region. Caylus and our 
partners set it up in 2008 and 
caylus coordinated volunteer 
workers for five years until the 
premises it operated from were 
given to a government agency.  
The PCR was then handed over to a 
local aboriginal corporation in 
2013, and has been only 
sporadically operational since 
then, suffering from a lack of 
consistent support. 

The pCR was much loved and 
hugely successful, and proved 
that access to computers is both 
highly desired and much needed by 
remote Aboriginal communities. 
caylus learned a lot from 
running the pcr. for more 
information see “Papunya palya 
lingku” on our website.   

http://caylus.org.au/computerrooms/#computer-rooms

http://caylus.org.au/computerrooms/#computer-rooms



Internet access has become an essential service in remote Aboriginal communities, 
as it is the only way people living remote can access services such as: 
- banking
- government sites
- search for items not available in community
- upload and download locally produced music and other cultural materials
- sync, update and back up personal devices such as smartphones and tablets
- download educational apps for children
- seek materials for ongoing self-directed learning. 
- stay in touch with distant relatives (including kids away at boarding school)
- personal safety - let family know when people are travelling and when they are 
expected to arrive 
 - seek help with issues that are unable to be addressed within the family and 
community    

Before 
there were computer rooms 
and wifi hotspots in remote 

communities this was people’s only 
option for staying in touch. sometimes 

the phones worked, sometimes 
not. 

internet access is provided via a public wifi 
hotspot.   

A router provides content filtering,blocking 
searches for porn, on-line gambling and 
hate sites.   automated times of operation, 
and daily download limits are also provided 
via the router.  access to social media can 
also be managed, so if there is fighting on 
social media, sites such as facebook can be 
blocked at community request.  

people can still access internet 
banking,centrelink, youtube, and other sites 
when social media is blocked.

Accessing web-
based resources on community 

computers enables people to pursue their 
interests, and to develop and maintain 

their skills.   

this poster was developed in a remote 
community as part of on-line safety 
training delivered by CAYLUS. see 
short movie called “community 
control of public wifi” on the caylus 
website for more information.
http://caylus.org.au/
computerrooms/#computer-rooms 



 WIFI hotspots are equipped with a router service that provides the 
capacity for local community management. This includes input into 
content filtering, daily per user download limits, and automated 
hours of operation so young people can’t stay up all night on 
Facebook. The content filter blocks searches for porn, on-line 
gambling sites, hate sites, and other dodgy internet content. 

Karnte and Hidden Valley town camps have all 
the connectivity issues that affect remote 
communities, making it difficult for them to 
access on-line resources.  They are in Alice 
springs, but are in mobile “black spots” and 
do not have adequate or reliable fixed line 
telephone services.  

It’s a long hot walk to town to get access 
to services from karnte camp which is 12 kms 
from the alice springs cbd. there is no public 
transport to karnte camp.  

because communication services could not be 
provided any other way, both camps were 
approved by nbn for a satellite internet 
service. 

Skymuster dish 

hidden valley town camp is tucked in 
amongst hills that block mobile 
phone signals, and cannot get 
reliable telephony due to large 
drainage ditches between 
communication nodes and the town 
camp. trying to contact services 
usually requires a walk into town.  
It’s a long way, especially if you are 
old, or if you have kids in tow.  

satellite dish for wifi 
hotspot in ikuntji, 240 kms 
west of alice springs.


